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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

UQedical  Officer  of  health 

FOR 

FLOCKTON  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

For  the  Y'ear  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Flockton  Urban  District  Council. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  con- 
sideration my  Report  on  the  health  of  your  District 
for  the  year  1898. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  District 
is  still  continuing  to  improve  in  sanitary  matters. 
Property  owners  and  tenants  seem  to  be  becoming 
more  aware  of  their  responsibilities,  and  I am  glad 
to  find  many  of  them  willingly  co-operating  with  me 
in  any  suggestions  for  improvement.  I have  com- 
menced a house-to-house  inspection,  and  have  visited 
126  houses,  paying  particular  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  sink-pipes  and  drains.  I found  a very 
considerable  number  of  them  in  very  satisfactory 
condition — many  having  only  recently  been  re- 
drained— and  a number  of  sink  pipes  have  been 
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disconnected  since  my  last  visits.  Out  of  the  126 
houses  visited,  26  had  no  sink-pipes  at  all  ; 34  had 
sink-pipes  in  direct  communication  with  the  drains, 
and  five  were  otherwise,  in  a condition  dangerous  to 
health,  but  some  of  these  have  been  since  remedied. 
The  26  houses  without  sink-pipes  are  in  other  ways 
some  of  the  best  property  in  the  District.  Some  of 
the  sink-pipes  recently  disconnected  have  been  boxed 
over,  and  this  practice  should  not  he  allowed.  The 
inspections  will  be  continued,  and  the  houses  noted 
as  being  unsatisfactory  will  be  again  visited  and 
alterations  pressed  where  possible. 

I would  suggest  that  during  the  coming  year 
samples  of  milk  should  be  taken  throughout  the 
District,  as  all  fees  for  analysis  will  be  paid  by  the 
West  Riding  Sanitary  Committee,  who  will  also 
defray  any  legal  expenses  which  may  ensue.  As  I 
have  pointed  out  in  former  Reports,  diseases  caused 
by  tubercle  are  unusually  common  in  Flockton.  In 
1896  there  were  six  deaths  out  of  25,  and  in  1897 
there  were  three  deaths  out  of  17,  caused  by  tubercle 
— in  other  words,  in  those  years  21  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  were  caused  by  tubercular 
diseases.  Now  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
tubercle  in  human  beings  may  be,  and  often  is,  con- 
tracted from  the  milk  of  infected  cows  ; and,  conse- 
quently, where  the  disease  in  man  is  common,  there 
should  be  systematic  inspection  of  all  cows  and  cow- 
sheds. I therefore  advise  the  Council  to  seriously 
consider  the  advisability  of  making  regulations  under 
Section  13  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act, 
and  of  enforcing  the  provision  of  Section  6 of  the 
same  Act  with  reference  to  registration  of  milk 
dealers  and  milkshops.  I also  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  Model  Bye-laws,  as  the  present  ones 
are  antiquated. 
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The  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  which  commenced 
in  August,  1897,  had  almost  died  out  in  December, 
but  fresh  cases  kept  cropping  up  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  following  year.  There  were  nine  cases 
in  January,  one  each  in  March  and  April,  two  in 
May,  and  three  in  October — 16  cases  in  all.  These, 
with  one  case  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  erysipelas, 
were  the  only  cases  of  serious  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  Influenza  was  again  very  prevalent 
in  March  and  April,  with  a few  cases  in  January, 
May,  and  December ; and  diarrhoea  was  very  common 
as  usual  in  September.  There  were  no  cases  of 
measles. 

LIST  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. — January,  9 ; March,  1 ; April,  1; 
May,  2 ; July,  1 ; October,  4.  Total  18. 

I have  estimated  the  population  at  the  middle  of 
1898  at  1250. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  29  births  were  registered 
— as  compared  with  86  in  1897 — Males  15  and 
Females  14.  One  illegitimate  birth. 

BIRTH  RATE. — -The  birth  rate  was  28 *2  per  1000. 

DEATHS. — There  were  18  deaths  registered  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  17  in  1897  and  25 
in  1896.  Of  these  12  were  males  and  6 females. 
Five  deaths  were  of  children  aged  under  twelve 
months,  and  five  were  of  aged  persons.  There 
was  one  death  from  cancer,  one  from  diarrhoea, 
three  from  lung  diseases,  one  from  heart  disease, 
one  from  Bright’s  disease,  one  from  tubercular 
meningitis,  one  from  diphtheria,  and  one  from 
scarlet  fever.  This  is  the  first  time  for  many 
years  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  tubercular 
diseases  has  been  so  low. 
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Number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  each  Quarter. 


Aged 

Under 
1 year 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—65 

Over 

65 

TOTAL. 

1st  Quarter 

1 

... 

1 

2 

2nd  ,, 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

2 

6 

3rd 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

4th 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

5 

Total 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

5 

18 

DEATH  RATE. — The  general  death  rate  was  14-4 
per  1000.  In  1897  it  was  18*6,  and  in  1896 
it  was  20. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE.— The  zymotic  death 
rate  from  1894  to  1896  had  been  0.  In  1897 
it  was  *8  per  1000.  In  1898  it  was  16  per  1000. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE.— The  Infantile  death 
rate  was  172*4  per  1000  registered  births. 

1898.  1897.  1896. 

172*4  166*6  198*9 

WATER  SUPPLY7.- — I have  examined  the  water i 
supplied  to  the  Township,  and  have  found  it  of 
good  quality,  free  from  organic  matter,  and  with 
no  traces  of  lead.  I have  heard  of  no  cases  ofi 
lead  poisoning  in  the  district.  During  the  year 
2,048,000  gallons  were  supplied,  giving  a daily 
average  per  head  of  4*4  gallons. 

1897.  " 1896. 

4*84  gals,  per  head  daily.  5*25  gals,  per  head  daily. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

Middlestoum,  J.  A.  SMITH. 

W ake  field, 

2nd  February,  1899. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  FLOCKTON  URBAN 
DISTRICT,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Area  in  Acres 1108.  Population  (last  Census)  1213. 

Death  j General 14-4  per  1,000  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1898. 

Rates  ( Infant  (under  one  year  of  age)  172-4  per  1,000  Births  Registered. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
the  year  1898,  in  the  FLOCKTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  ; classified  according 
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FLOCKTON  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  A.  Smith. 

Sanitary  Inspector — S.  Clegg. 

Water  Supply — 

Quality  ? Good. 

Action  on  Lead  ? None. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  1898  ? Exten- 
sion to  Six  Lane  Ends. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? No. 

Scavenging— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary 
stall',  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and 
Tenants  ? By  Owners  and  Tenants. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

What  was  the  amount  paid  to  practitioners  under 
the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 
during  1898?  £2  15s.  Od. 

Bye-Laws — 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1898  ? No. 
Are  they  properly  enforced  ? Yes. 

! Isolation  Hospital — 

This  District  is  included  in  the  Kirkburton  Hos- 
pital’s Plans. 

Dwellings — 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? None. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? None. 
Any  overcrowding  of  houses  on  area  ? None. 
Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ? No. 

Geology — 

Nature  of  Soil  ? Loam. 

Subsoil  ? Principally  Stone. 
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Miscellaneous — 

Is  House-to-house  Inspection  systematically 
made  ? Yes. 

Any  diseases  peculiar  endemic  in  the  district  ? 
Tubercular  disease. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  of  all  kinds  during  1898  ? One. 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  deaths  from 
Tabes  Mesenterica  ? None. 

Vaccination — General  efficiency  ? Very  good. 

What  Action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the 
FOLLOWING  MATTERS  ? 

Schools  — No.  in  District?  One. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District  ? Two. 

Any  need  for  extension  ? No. 

Births — 

Males,  15  ; Females,  14  ; Total,  29. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above  ? 

One. 

Any  information  as  to  Still  Births  ? None. 
Deaths — 

Males,  12  ; Females,  6 ; Total,  18. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above  ? 
None. 


Rateable 

Value 

Value  upon  which  the  General  District  Rate 
is  assessed. 

as  stated  in 
Valuation  List. 

Full  Rateable  Value 
(Houses,  &c.) 

One-fourth  Rateable 
Value  (Land,  &c.) 

Rate 
in  the  £ 
1897. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

s.  d. 

2,801 

4 9 

1,825 

, 

10  4 

243  18  7£ 

4 6 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

The  adoption  of  the  Model  Bye-laws  ; and  of 
Regulations  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Act. 


